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1. Andhra Pradesh Leads Nation in Natural Farming Adoption

Paper-1V - Prelims + Mains - Natural farming expansion in AP - Andhra Jyothy
Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper IV - Agriculture and rural development in Andhra Pradesh

Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance
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WHY IN NEWS

On 10 October 2026, the Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh addressed a teleconference with natural farming farmers
and Community Resource Persons on promoting Pre-Monsoon Dry Sowing (PMDS) and natural farming across the
State. He said the Prime Minister had recognised AP as the leading State in natural farming, surpassing Gujarat. A
'Saras Mela' on 15 October was announced to showcase natural farming methods.

AP's Rise to Natural Farming Leadership
* The Chief Minister announced that AP has reached number-one position in natural farming in the country,
surpassing Gujarat, as acknowledged by the Prime Minister.
* Natural farming in AP began in 2016 with 40,000 farmers and has now expanded to 17.73 lakh farmers, reflecting
a massive programme scale-up.
+ The State government is actively promoting natural farming alongside Pre-Monsoon Dry Sowing (PMDS) to
strengthen farmer resilience against drought.
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* Community Resource Persons working on natural farming expansion at the grassroots were congratulated by the
Chief Minister for their outreach role.

Economic Case for Natural Farming

« Natural farming reduces input cost burden on farmers by eliminating dependence on chemical fertilisers, thereby
increasing net income.

« According to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10 October, natural farming farmers earned 47% higher income than
those practising chemical farming,.

* The Chief Minister reported net-income gains of 96% in cotton and 87% in red gram under natural farming.

* The Chief Minister reported a 6% decline in chemical fertiliser use compared with pre-2023-24 levels and a
further 2.28% reduction in the latest year.

« Andhra Pradesh has requested Rs. 218 crore from the Union government as an incentive for reducing chemical
fertiliser consumption.

Drought Resilience and El Nifio Adaptation

« Discussing drought preparedness and the El Nifio risk, the Chief Minister said 10 lakh farm ponds had been dug in
Anantapur district.

* Natural farming methods help retain soil moisture through techniques like mulching and trenches, reducing
dependence on irrigation water.

» The discussion emphasised green cover and retaining soil moisture to strengthen drought resilience under natural
farming.

« The State plans to locally source native cows and establish goshalas to ensure a steady supply of jeevamrutham
and kashayam used as natural farming inputs.

Scale and Policy Support

« The government targets 25 lakh farmers to be brought under natural farming, with Community Resource Persons
as the primary mobilisation machinery.

* The Union government's National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF) provides policy backing and financial
support for natural farming programmes.

* A'Saras Mela' on 15 October will display and demonstrate natural farming techniques to a wider audience
including farmers, buyers and the public.

« Farmers advancing natural farming are described by the Chief Minister as the 'smart farmers' driving the State's
agricultural transformation.

HIGH-YIELD FACTS

* Natural farming launch year in AP — 2016, starting with 40,000 farmers

¢ Current natural farmers in AP — 17.73 lakh, according to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10 October 2026

* Target coverage — 25 lakh farmers under natural farming

* AP rank in natural farming nationally — Number one, surpassing Gujarat, as stated by the Chief Minister

¢ Union incentive for fertiliser reduction — Rs. 218 crore requested by Andhra Pradesh from the Union government

+ Fertiliser reduction reported by the Chief Minister — 6% compared with pre-2023-24 levels; a further 2.28% in the
latest year

* Saras Mela date — 15 October 2026

* National policy backing — National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF), Union government

VALUE ADDITION

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE
Income increase under natural farming vs chemical farming — 47%, according to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10
October 2026
Net income gain in cotton under natural farming — 96%, according to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10 October 2026
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Net income gain in red gram under natural farming — 87%, according to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10 October
2026

Farm ponds dug in Anantapur — 10 lakh, according to the Chief Minister's remarks on 10 October 2026

REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS
National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF) — Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER
Andhra Pradesh's zero-budget natural farming (ZBNF) model, pioneered from around 2016, is cited internationally as a
large-scale State-led agroecology programme — illustrating how subnational governments can drive sustainable
agriculture transitions without waiting for national mandates.

The Chief Minister's comparison of AP's natural farming progress with Gujarat can illustrate competitive federalism in
agricultural policy, alongside cooperation between the Centre and States.
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