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1. Andhra Pradesh Thermal Power Generation Hits Record 19,268 MU

Paper-V - Prelims + Mains - AP thermal power sector performance - The Hindu - Eenadu - Andhra Jyothy

Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper V - Science, Technology, Environment and problems of the State - Energy resources
and power sector of Andhra Pradesh

Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance

WHY IN NEWS

At a review meeting at Vidyut Soudha, Vijayawada on 9 October 2026, the Special Chief Secretary (Energy) of Andhra
Pradesh announced that state-owned thermal power stations generated a record 19,268 Million Units (MU) in the first
half of financial year 2026-27 (April-September), a 13.1% rise over the same period last year. The review was
convened specifically to assess power supply preparedness in the context of El Nifo-driven weather disruptions and
reduced coal supplies from Singareni Collieries.

Record Generation and Plant Performance

* AP Genco's state-owned thermal stations generated 19,268 MU in April-September 2026-27, up from 17,037 MU
in the same period of the previous year — an absolute increase of 2,231 MU.

¢ Average availability of thermal power stations rose from 66% to 79%, reflecting improved plant uptime.

¢ Plant Load Factor (PLF) rose from 58.70% to 66.40%, according to The Hindu and Eenadu, indicating improved
utilisation of installed capacity.

¢ Dr. NTTPS Unit-7 ran continuously for 146 days and Unit-8 for 101 days without a single trip, demonstrating
enhanced operational reliability.

* In September, when boiler tube leakages caused outages, distribution companies managed continuity by
purchasing 989.30 MU from the open market.

El Niflo Challenge and Fuel Security Response

* El Nino forecasts by the State Load Despatch Centre (SLDC) signalled weaker monsoon rainfall and higher
temperatures, projecting elevated electricity demand through the season.

« Supplies from Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) declined steeply; only 35% of the allotted coal
reached Dr. NTTPS and only 14% reached Rayalaseema Thermal Power Plant against contracted quantities by
April-August.

¢ Supplies from Singareni came to a complete halt in August, prompting the state to seek redirection of Singareni's
coal quota to Mahanadi Coalfields Limited and Eastern Coalfields Limited through the Union Coal Ministry.

¢ Alternative coal sourcing was arranged to compensate: of five lakh metric tonnes of foreign coal contracted by
AP Power Development Company Limited, three vessels had arrived at Krishnapatnam port by the review date
and the fourth was expected by mid-October.

¢ Supply schedules for imported coal are confirmed up to mid-2027, providing medium-term fuel certainty.

Advance Power Purchase Plan

¢ The AP Power Coordination Committee prepared a month-wise advance power purchase plan based on the
SLDC's El Nifio projections to pre-empt supply gaps.

¢ A 700 MW spinning reserve (standby capacity) is being maintained to absorb sudden demand spikes or
unexpected plant outages.

¢ Month-wise open-market purchase targets were set: October 893.38 MU, November 737.40 MU, December
718.25 MU, January 503.47 MU, February 485.80 MU, and March 846.30 MU.

¢ Short-term power purchase agreements covering 700 MW are in place from October 2026 through March 2027,
securing supply through the coming lean season.
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Financial Relief to Distribution Companies

* Andhra Jyothy reported that the state issued orders on 9 October 2026 releasing X2,050.41 crore in subsidies to
the three electricity distribution companies (DISCOMs).

¢ APSPDCL received %1,337.10 crore, CPDCL received ¥444.87 crore, and EPDCL received 3268.43 crore under
agricultural and other electricity subsidy heads.

¢ The reported component amounts total 2,050.40 crore, X0.01 crore below the reported overall total. The source
does not explain the difference; the reported figures are retained.

HIGH-YIELD FACTS

* Record generation H1 FY2026-27 — 19,268 MU by AP state-owned thermal stations (April-September 2026)
¢ Year-on-year increase — 13.1% over 17,037 MU generated in the same period of FY2025-26

¢ PLF improvement — Plant Load Factor rose from 58.70% to 66.40%

¢ Availability improvement — Average availability of thermal stations rose from 66% to 79%

¢ Dr. NTTPS Unit-7 continuous run — 146 days without a trip in FY2026-27

¢ Spinning reserve maintained — 700 MW standby capacity as per advance purchase plan

¢ Foreign coal contracted — 5 lakh metric tonnes by AP Power Development Company Limited; 3 vessels at
Krishnapatnam port by October 2026

* DISCOM subsidy released — X2,050.41 crore released by the state government on 9 October 2026

VALUE ADDITION

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE
Open-market purchase during boiler outages (September 2026) — 989.30 MU
Singareni coal delivered to Dr. NTTPS vs allotment (April-August 2026) — 35% of contracted quantity

Singareni coal delivered to Rayalaseema Thermal Power Plant vs allotment — 14% of contracted quantity

REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS
State Load Despatch Centre (SLDC) El Nifio advisory — Andhra Pradesh

AP Power Coordination Committee month-wise advance power purchase plan FY2026-27

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER

Spinning reserve is generating capacity already synchronised with the grid that can respond rapidly to a system
operator’s instructions. It supports grid stability during demand changes or generation outages.

Analysis: Diversifying fuel sources and planning power purchases in advance can reduce exposure to supply
interruptions. Imported coal and market purchases can also increase costs.
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1. e3080AE SRS Deogd es¢s\D Bseth — 19,268 MU  [Benthd]

Paper-V - Prelims + Mains - AP 5§ Dligd Sotfo HAIB - The Hindu - Eenadu - Andhra Jyothy
Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper V - &), 8538, 507556830 58050 089 555085800 - e30HB8S° 505
SSBen KBS 8)653895 Sotfo

Prelims — Group-7 Prelims Paper I - gro&a%, o°gy 0805 eeBah granoages $OAS Hnes Sg5:550men

WHY IN NEWS

9 @8%5 20265 D23aHIES R DeSogd Ao¢3eS® 23005 DMES® QoSS o HEYE HI°S 526358 8. NesosrSod
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19,268 DAAHS AH°E DS e3e8)B SITFo BOJID. B (5¢6 Aed BB S*w0’ HOR 13.1% .
DSV’ Haio, DotiBed &t BEHT® eeser SDEFS® DS JHBHT B8y HAFoT .

85°8) &re§ )@ 080w Sogre HABK

+ AP Genco $aHesg Sots QS Sogren 2026-27 DS-23302086° 19,268 MU exe8)@ Sarowm; (5¢8 Hodedybo
@3 s*00&® 17,037 MU 6<¢5)& 238008 — @06 2,231 MU 88 28thdse.
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* 30266° boiler tube leakages ¢ Sogren esfDfonSHY s, distribution companies £ $5°0),&5
5009 989.30 MU §%5fPen 32 580 E8Howom.

El Nifio Saven 508050 9065 25¢5es S6gen

+ State Load Despatch Centre (SLDC) El Nifio eoSren 200888308 $eddmren 8050 e
&Pt Hedowmron; B H5 MBS o DS ol VDT &5080ED) WosT® 378>,

+ Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) 5502 3850° 2°m ¢50%0008; dayd-estiy o°¢38 Dr.
NTTPS & 86,0009 &5°theS® 35% Ssogsad 3600, Rayalaseema Thermal Power Plant 8 14%
$5°¢53> B00d.

* e9tiQeS® Singareni S0 D HEHT® JrPQTe esHDPan0; Ao’ orgyo Union Coal Ministry wegoe
Singareni §%>& Mahanadi Coalfields Limited $580%» Eastern Coalfields Limited )
S0Poes0 §°608.

+ 38 5580 530D Fth dEGea 230000: AP Power Development Company Limited ¢k oge 30636
iy DB FXH SPotrd B8, Soge B8 ooe38 Soreedy Fen Krishnapatnam port & BSoeow; ceent?’
K 8% 5065 T°e38 550065 oS,
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QRyBorr €50008).
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+ AP Power Coordination Committee SLDC &x&), El Nifio evoSare esgrdone S8H0TP %0 orES003
DT80w30655H F© 78 Hn0GKH NEYSH Effen HETPE Sl BJod.

+ Seoeehr Gl BHT® S Sogren eHDFoT® SeNEH1F0cHtd 700 MW spinning reserve (standby
capacity) QEgaeRITN .
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+ DISCOM 5&y& desocse — 9 @808 20265 oogy Habesso €2,050.41 8% Dekrcse $od

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE
boiler outages 55:0006° 828 $5°8)&5 §5of%en (dFob 2026) — 989.30 MU
Dr. NTTPS & Singareni 25° &0 $6H0° VS 8630005 (DS-estiy 2026) — seogrsd H0:85ea0e® 35%
Rayalaseema Thermal Power Plant & Singareni Bt T°RS BEHoe VS Séeronody) — SPoEPEd
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REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS
State Load Despatch Centre (SLDC) El Nifio advisory — Andhra Pradesh
AP Power Coordination Committee Se> 08 Sx00¢5K0 Desogds EdofPen Heaeds 2026-27

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER
Ry ohh 82383 @03 AGLH 9)E38 e9BDVoTPER erod, SDERBNYNE Dege e5e8)B Siorr Doste 5y
30850, Gl DOBSYE Br &BYBS”® odtraho SIS B O& JEEIIS Ehyhod.
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