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I n Kharif Crop Damage in Andhra Pradesh Due to El Niio

Paper-IV Prelims + Mains Kharif crop loss AP 2026
AP Kharif: sowing, rainfall deficits, crop damage and farmer distress

Eenadu

Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper IV - Economy and development of Andhra Pradesh - Agriculture, crop production and farmers' welfare
Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance
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WHY IN NEWS

In the 2026 Kharif season, Andhra Pradesh recorded 70.87 lakh acres under cultivation, including 35.93 lakh acres of
paddy, 4% below normal. Eenadu reports a 38.4% Kharif rainfall deficit and a 54% deficit through August-end. It links
crop stress to El Nifio, dry spells and delayed irrigation; local impacts vary by district.

Overall Kharif Sowing Situation

+ Total Kharif sowing across Andhra Pradesh stood at 70.87 lakh acres, against a normal expected area.

» Paddy cultivation reached 35.93 lakh acres, which is only 4% below normal — appearing modest at the aggregate
level but masking severe district-level deficits.

+ Pulses (kandi/red gram) exceeded normal acreage significantly, with 10.20 lakh acres under cultivation, though
standing crop faces damage.

« Cotton farmers resowed two or three times as dry conditions damaged seedlings, increasing their seed costs.
» Maize, jowar, and other coarse cereals saw a marked decline in sowing area compared to the previous season.

Districts with Severe Sowing Deficits

+ Annamayya district recorded 36% below normal sowing area, among the worst in the state.

+ Chittoor saw 43% deficit, Polavaram 55%, Anakapalli 55%, and Prakasham 59% below normal — the highest deficit in
the state.

« Districts such as Markapuram, Nandyal, Sri Sathya Sai, Anantapur, YSR Kadapa, Palnadu, Bapatla, Guntur, NTR,
Krishna, Eluru, Kakinada, Visakhapatnam, and Vizianagaram also sowed below normal acreage.

* Nine districts — including Sri Potti Sriramulu Nellore (188% of normal), Tirupati (160%), Alluri (124%), Srikakulam
(108%) — recorded above-normal sowing, partially offsetting state totals.

« Nagarjunasagar ayacut farmers could not transplant paddy due to delayed water releases from the project.
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Prakasham 59% below normal
Polavaram / Anakapalli 55% below normal
Chittoor 43% below normal
Sri Potti Sriramulu Nellore 188% of normal (surplus)

El Nifo Impact and Rainfall Deficit

« The report links crop stress to El Nifo and dry spells during Kharif. El Nifio can weaken monsoon rainfall, but local rainfall
also depends on other weather and climate factors.

+ Rainfall was 54% below normal through August-end. Three districts had normal rainfall; the others were deficient, with
severe rainfall deficiency in Prakasam.

+ Lack of timely rain prevented paddy transplanting — cotton plants wilted in dry heat, and field-ready seedlings died in
nurseries.

» Cotton was resown two or three times as seedlings failed in dry conditions, adding to farmers’ seed costs.

« Mirchi (chilli) farmers sowed crops twice; delayed irrigation water access has left standing plants at risk and farmers
deeply anxious.

Crop-Specific and Farmer-Level Distress
- Paddy farmers in delta regions (Krishna-Godavari) face reduced transplanted area; water scarcity and reduced yields
expected at the end of the season.

« Groundnut yields are at risk; castor and other rain-fed crops have also been damaged.

+ Pulse (red gram/kandi) crop exceeded normal area but standing crop faces moisture stress — the only remaining hope
for many farmers given paddy failure.

« Cattle fodder scarcity is emerging as a secondary crisis — farmers who lost crops are also unable to feed livestock.

« Small and marginal farmers are described as 'neck-deep in distress’, having spent on seeds, inputs and labour with
little prospect of recovery from remaining standing crops.

+ Groundnut was sown on about half its normal area. The standing crop faced drought stress and required timely rain to
support yields and livestock fodder.

Significance for Andhra Pradesh's Farm Economy

+ Kharif accounts for a major share of AP's annual food-grain and commercial crop output; a 4% aggregate decline
understates district-level collapse in rain-fed areas.

+ Repeated crop failures raise the risk of farmer indebtedness, distress asset sales, and migration — issues the State
has historically struggled with.

- Damage to paddy in Nagarjunasagar and delta districts directly affects rice procurement targets and the Public
Distribution System stock pipeline for the State.

+ The pattern of El Nifio-induced erratic rainfall signals a structural challenge for Andhra Pradesh's rain-fed agriculture,
reinforcing the need for micro-irrigation expansion and crop-insurance coverage.

« Sowing deficits of 36% in Annamayya, 43% in Chittoor and 59% in Prakasam strengthen demands for input support and
drought assessment under the prescribed criteria.
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HIGH-YIELD FACTS

« Total Kharif sowing area, AP 2026 — 70.87 lakh acres statewide

+ Paddy sowing area, Kharif 2026 — 35.93 lakh acres — 4% below normal

+ Highest sowing deficit district — Prakasham — 59% below normal acreage

 Highest sowing surplus district — Sri Potti Sriramulu Nellore — 188% of normal

+ Pulse (kandi) sowing area — 10.20 lakh acres — exceeded normal acreage

- Rainfall deficit — Kharif: 38.4%; through August-end: 54%; three districts recorded normal rainfall
- Climate context — EI Nifio in 2026; the report links dry spells and crop stress to its influence

+ Source newspaper and edition — Eenadu, Andhra Pradesh edition, 08/10/2026

VALUE ADDITION

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE
Sowing indicators — Paddy area was 4% below normal statewide; overall crop-sowing deficit in Prakasam was 59%

Rainfall — Three districts recorded normal rain; other districts were deficient, particularly Prakasam

REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) — Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (crop insurance framework
applicable to Kharif distress claims)

Manual for Drought Management, 2016 — Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (assessment and declaration); NDMA:
National Disaster Management Guidelines: Management of Drought, 2010

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER

Mains linkage: Deficient rain reduces soil moisture, affects sowing and yields, and weakens farm incomes. Explain how
irrigation access, crop choice and local rainfall distribution shape vulnerability instead of attributing every loss to one climate
driver.

Policy analysis: Combine timely input support and crop insurance with water conservation, micro-irrigation and drought-resilient
crops. Use district-level evidence to target relief and distinguish crop damage from the formal criteria for declaring drought.
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