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1. Six New Nagaravanams and Eco-Tourism in Andhra Pradesh

Paper-V - Prelims + Mains - Urban forests and eco-tourism AP - The Hindu

Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper V - Environment and problems of Andhra Pradesh

Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance

Pawan inaugurates six
Nagaravanams, calls for
boosting eco-tourism

With six new urban forests developed in 30460 ha for 213 cr.at Bapatla, Chirala, Korappakonda,
vinukonda, Piduguralia and Macherla, the number of Nagaravanams in State has gone up 10 25
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WHY IN NEWS

Six new Nagaravanams (urban forests) were virtually inaugurated from Mangalagiri on 6 October 2026 by Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister and Forest Minister K. Pawan Kalyan. The Hindu reports that he put the total at 25.
Three eco-tourism projects were also launched, including the Nallamala Jungle Safari at Velugodu and an Aroma
Canopy Walk at Maredumilli.

What Was Inaugurated

Six new Nagaravanams were developed at Bapatla, Chirala, Kotappakonda, Vinukonda, Piduguralla and
Macherla. The Minister reported a total of 25 at the inauguration.

The six sites were developed across 304.60 hectares at a combined cost of approximately 13 crore.

Each urban forest is designed as a green space with walking and cycling tracks, children's play areas and gym
equipment, serving as 'green lungs' for nearby towns.

The urban forests provide accessible green spaces for nearby towns, combining recreation with public awareness
of nature and conservation.

Three new eco-tourism projects were also launched alongside the Nagaravanams, underscoring a twin objective
of conservation and livelihood generation.
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Eco-Tourism Features and New Attractions

¢ The Nallamala Jungle Safari at Velugodu will allow visitors to experience forest landscape and observe wildlife
and birds in their natural habitat, with employment created for more than 80 rural families.

¢ An Aroma Canopy Walk at Maredumilli in Polavaram district was developed for X1 crore amid coffee plantations,
featuring a coffee canopy walk, café and bird nest facilities to promote nature-based tourism.

¢ Trekking facilities at Maredumilli are planned to employ tribal youth as local guides, enabling them to showcase
the region's biodiversity, natural attractions, culture and traditions.

¢ Tourism connectivity is being planned to link Nallamala forests and Eastern Ghats to coastal areas and spiritual
destinations across the state.

¢ Community-based eco-tourism is seen as a model that can simultaneously strengthen forest conservation and
generate livelihoods for tribal youth.

Tribal Livelihood and Forest Policy Rationale

¢ The stated policy objective is to bring people closer to nature while creating employment opportunities for tribal
youth through eco-tourism roles such as local guides and forest-based service providers.

¢ The Andhra Pradesh Green Executive Committee noted that the projects balance nature conservation, public
welfare, employment and tourism development.

¢ The state government emphasised community-based eco-tourism as capable of strengthening forest
conservation while generating livelihood opportunities for forest-dependent communities.

¢ Two Forest Department publications were released — 'Wild Ornamental Plants of the Nallamala Forest of
Andhra Pradesh' and 'Tree Translocation Manual' — signalling a research and documentation push alongside
infrastructure rollout.

¢ The Andhra Pradesh Forest Development Corporation received a Pramaan certificate recognising sustainable
management practices in eucalyptus pulpwood plantations.

Significance for Andhra Pradesh
¢ The six new urban forests expand access to green spaces in smaller towns. Urban trees can provide shade and
help moderate local heat, while walking and cycling facilities support recreation.
¢ Eco-tourism linked to tribal livelihood addresses a structural unemployment problem in Scheduled Tribe-
dominated forest zones such as Maredumilli in Polavaram district.
¢ The Aroma Canopy Walk model — anchoring tourism to a specific biodiversity asset — can be replicated across
the Eastern Ghats corridor, diversifying the state's tourism revenue base beyond pilgrimage and coastal circuits.

¢ The Pramaan certificate recognises sustainable management of AP Forest Development Corporation eucalyptus
pulpwood plantations. It supports the article’s theme of responsible management of forest resources.

HIGH-YIELD FACTS

* Total reported by the Minister at the 6 October inauguration — 25

* New Nagaravanams inaugurated — 6, at Bapatla, Chirala, Kotappakonda, Vinukonda, Piduguralla and Macherla
* Area developed — 304.60 hectares

* Cost of six new urban forests — Approximately 13 crore

* Aroma Canopy Walk cost — 1 crore; located at Maredumilli, Polavaram district

* Rural families expected to gain employment via Nallamala Jungle Safari — More than 80

* Venue of virtual inauguration — Camp office, Mangalagiri, Guntur district

* Publications released — 'Wild Ornamental Plants of the Nallamala Forest of Andhra Pradesh' and 'Tree Translocation
Manual'

VALUE ADDITION

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE
Cost per hectare for new Nagaravanams — Approximately 4.3 lakh per hectare (313 cr over 304.60 ha), 2026
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REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS
Pramaan Certificate for Sustainable Forest Management — issued to Andhra Pradesh Forest Development Corporation

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER
The Miyawaki afforestation method, used widely in Telangana's Hyderabad urban forest drive and in Maharashtra,
demonstrates how dense urban micro-forests can be established rapidly on small plots — a comparable community
greening model to AP's Nagaravanam programme.

The Maredumilli Aroma Canopy Walk parallels the 'Araku Coffee' branding model from Visakhapatnam Agency, where a
single biodiversity asset was leveraged into a premium tourism and livelihood ecosystem, illustrating how niche eco-
assets can anchor tribal income without large capital outlay.
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