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I n Andhra Pradesh Records Rain on Only 46 of 122 Monsoon Days

Prelims + Mains Southwest Monsoon deficit Andhra Pradesh
A data-driven regional weather report analysing district-level rainfall distribution across Andhra Pradesh during the 2026 Southwest Monsoon season, closing \

The Hindu

Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper V - Environment and problems of Andhra Pradesh
Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance

State records rain on
46 of 122 monsoon days
against normal of 90
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WHY IN NEWS

The Southwest Monsoon season ended on September 30, 2026; countrywide withdrawal is expected by

October 15. Data collated by the AP State Disaster Management Authority (APSDMA) shows the State received
rain on only 46 of the 122 monsoon season days in 2026, far below the usual 75-90 rainy days. IMD has forecast
below-normal rainfall and higher temperatures for October.

How Far Below Normal the Season Was

+ Andhra Pradesh recorded rain on only 46 of 122 days during the Southwest Monsoon season, against the usual norm of
75 to 90 rainy days.

+ Only one 'very heavy rain' day was recorded — in Visakhapatnam district — defined as station rainfall between 115.6
mm and 204.4 mm.

+ There were 20 ‘heavy rain’ days (64.5 mm-115.5 mm), concentrated mostly in northern Andhra Pradesh.

« When the monsoon ended on September 30, the overall State deficit stood at 35.4%, before late rains from a Bay of
Bengal deep depression partially reduced coastal deficits.

+ The entire Rayalaseema region (eight districts) and districts of SPSR Nellore, Prakasam, Markapuram, Bapatla,
Palnadu and Guntur recorded not a single heavy rain day through the season.

District-Level Variation Across the State

+ Polavaram and Alluri Sitharam Raju (ASR) districts recorded the highest of 54 rainy days, while Vizianagaram had
48 and Parvathipuram Manyam and NTR districts had 46.

» Annamayya district had the fewest rainy days at 11, followed by Sri Sathya Sai (17) and Anantapur (20) — all in
Rayalaseema.

« Visakhapatnam district recorded only 31 rainy days — the least among its coastal neighbours — though a late intense
downpour reduced its cumulative deficit.

+ Between June 1 and October 1, Annamayya and Prakasam districts posted the largest deficits at 62.6% and 60.4%
respectively.
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A 'rainy day' is counted when one or more mandals in a district receive more than 2.5 mm, meaning district-level
totals can mask intra-district dryness.
Why Distribution Was So Uneven

« Weather experts attributed the shortfall to uneven spatial distribution — rainfall was concentrated in northern and
central parts, which recorded 40-54 rainy days, while Rayalaseema recorded only 11-30.

* The Bay of Bengal deep depression late in the season brought very heavy rainfall that brought down coastal deficits
but left interior Rayalaseema largely untouched.

« The district-level rainy-day metric does not capture mandal-level dryness: NTR district's 46 rainy days, for instance,
does not mean every mandal received rain on those days.

« Alluri Sitharam Raju district recorded the highest frequency of 'heavy rain' days, reflecting the orographic influence of
the Eastern Ghats on northern AP.

October Outlook and Implications for Andhra Pradesh
+ IMD has forecast below-normal rainfall and higher maximum and minimum temperatures for Andhra Pradesh in
October 2026.
+ A drier October would prolong agricultural stress, particularly in Rayalaseema'’s rain-fed crops such as groundnut and
cotton already hit by a severe seasonal deficit.

« Reservoir levels in deficit districts are likely to remain under pressure, affecting both kharif crop completion and rabi
sowing prospects.

+ The APSDMA data underlines the need for district-specific drought assessment rather than state-aggregate figures
when planning relief and input subsidies.

HIGH-YIELD FACTS

+ Rainy days recorded (2026 SW Monsoon) — 46 out of 122 days in Andhra Pradesh
+ Normal rainy days (SW Monsoon) — 75 to 90 days

+ Very heavy rain threshold — 115.6 mm to 204.4 mm at a station in 24 hours

+ Heavy rain threshold — 64.5 mm to 115.5 mm at a station in 24 hours

+ Monsoon season end — September 30, 2026

+ Expected national monsoon withdrawal — By October 15, 2026

- State deficit on September 30 — 35.4%

- Data source cited in article — AP State Disaster Management Authority (APSDMA)

VALUE ADDITION

DATA YOU CAN QUOTE

Annamayya district rainfall deficit (Jun 1-Oct 1) — 62.6% deficit, 2026 monsoon season

Prakasam district rainfall deficit (Jun 1-Oct 1) — 60.4% deficit, 2026 monsoon season

REPORTS, BODIES AND INSTRUMENTS

India Meteorological Department (IMD) — seasonal and monthly rainfall forecasts

AP State Disaster Management Authority (APSDMA) — district-level monsoon rainfall collation

EXAMPLES FOR THE ANSWER

The 2009 Southwest Monsoon produced a national deficit of 23%, triggering drought declarations in several states
including Andhra Pradesh — illustrating how aggregate deficits mask intra-state variation similar to what 2026 district data
shows.

IMD's 'rainy day' definition (>=2.5 mm at a station) is the same WMO-standard metric used globally, but its district
aggregation can overstate coverage when rainfall is spatially patchy — a caveat relevant in any question on drought
assessment methodology.
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n Global Horticulture Hub Rayalaseema Rising: Rs 1 Lakh-Crore
Launch

Paper-IV Prelims + Mains Rayalaseema agricultural transformation
A scheme-launch story whose core is the design and ambition of a large regional agri-infrastructure programme, with a parallel institution-building thread (ISA)

The Hindu

Syllabus — Group-1 Mains Paper IV - Economy and development of Andhra Pradesh
Prelims — Group-1 Prelims Paper | - Current affairs of regional, state and national importance
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